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As we developed the Buckle-
Garde, we sought advice from 
ambulance companies, including 
American Medical Response, the 
nation’s largest ambulance trans-
port company. We incorporated 
all the advice we received and are 
now meeting with these same 
firms to discuss possible sales of 
the device. We expect to start 
selling the device this summer.

I’m most pleased with the  
expectation that the BuckleGarde 
will make transporting patients 
safer for both patients and EMS 
personnel. I want to thank 
Centura Health’s leadership for 
all the help and support given to 
this project. Lincoln and I would 
not have been successful in this 
effort without Centura’s patience 
and encouragement.

CASE STUDY

Patient’s big thanks to 
Parker Fire and Hospital

Straight from the 
Medical Director

Wayne Guerra, MD, MBA,  
EMS physician, Porter, Littleton 
and Parker Adventist Hospitals

In 2007 a patient died after unbuckling 
from a gurney, opening the door of 
the ambulance and departing from the 
back of the moving vehicle. It was a 
potentially preventable tragedy that I 
couldn’t stop thinking about.

Working with Lincoln Gup, a fellow 
MBA student at Denver University and 
former Pridemark paramedic, I set out 
to find a way to keep patients safe  
during transport.

By using four-point restraints and 
similar systems, we can prevent patients 
from exiting an ambulance by them-
selves, but these kinds of restraints can 
cause psychological damage and can 
also cause physical harm as patients 
struggle against them. Rather than 
going this direction, Lincoln and I felt 
we needed to discover a way to make it 
very difficult for patients to unbuckle 
the gurney safety belt.

We developed a device, the  
BuckleGarde, a buckle cover that can 
be quickly manipulated by medical 
personnel, but is very difficult for  
patients to unbuckle themselves.  
Medical personnel can override the 
buckle cover by sticking a vehicle key 
or other similar device into a slot on 
the top of the cover. While the concept 
is simple, it took 30 computer assisted 
device (CAD) drawings and seven  
prototypes for us to arrive at our  
finished product.

Now, individuals such as the patient 
mentioned above — who, because of 
confusion, intoxication or suicidal ide-
ations, do not want to remain on their 
gurneys, wheelchairs, beds or other 
medical apparatuses — can be kept safe.

—continued on next page

The Parker Fire Department’s save of a 
38-year-old Parker resident earned the 

department, interventional cardiologist 
Barry Molk, MD, and Parker Adventist  
Hospital coverage from nearly every  
television news outlet in Denver.

The news stations’ videographers gathered 
at Parker Fire Department Station 74  
on April 23 to capture the scene as Jeff 
Campbell thanked the EMS personnel, 
Parker ED and ED physician Stephen  
Ammon, MD, the interventional cardio-
logist, and the Parker cardiac catheteriza-
tion lab, who worked together seamlessly 
to save his life. Campbell wisely called 911 
after experiencing pain in his left arm and  
non-stop sweating following a basketball 
game with friends.

Campbell’s cardiac arrest occurred shortly 
after Parker Fire arrived on scene.

“I think I knew when my heart started  
beating pretty rapidly that this was  
something I couldn’t take care of myself,” 
Campbell says. “If I had waited any longer, 
I wouldn’t have been able to call.”

Dr. Molk was full of praise for the fire- 
fighters and their field care. “The Parker 
Fire unit did a stellar job. They did  
everything right,” he says. 

Parker Fire called the hospital from the field 
to initiate a cardiac alert, which mobilized 

the entire cardiac response team prior to 
their arrival. This included the ED staff and 
physicians, the interventional cardiologist, 
pastoral care, administrative coordinator, 
lab, medical imaging and cardiac cath lab 
personnel.

“The paramedics played a crucial role  
because they knew exactly when Jeff had 
his cardiac arrest,” Dr. Molk continues. 
“They had enough history with the patient 
to give us insight into what we needed  
to do.”

Dr. Molk says the patient history the Parker 
Fire personnel provided meant that he 
could skip many potentially “time-wasting” 
tests. Campbell was rapidly stabilized in the 
ED and went to the cardiac catheterization 
lab where the artery blockage was opened 
well under the national benchmark of 90 
minutes. 

Paramedic Firefighter Matt Brock from 
Parker Fire echoes Dr. Molk’s comments 
about the need to save time in situations 
like the one they faced with Campbell. 
“Time is muscle,” Brock says.

Molk says that Campbell, looking remark-
ably healthy at the fire department news  
conference, suffered the cardiac arrest  
due to a hereditary condition that led to 
him having a very high cholesterol level. 
Campbell is now being treated for the 
condition, he says.

WEST METRO AIDS  
MEXICAN ORPHANAGE

Jeff Campbell, fourth from left,  
thanks the team who saved his life

When West Metro Fire Rescue 
Lieutenant Kevin Centola told 

the children at the Arbol de Vida 
(Tree of Life) orphanage that he 
would be back, he meant it.

The kids at this orphanage, located 
just 200 yards from the U.S./Mexico 
border in Juarez, can be forgiven if 
they didn’t believe the firefighter. 
They had heard similar promises 
from scores of well-meaning adults. 

But Centola was different. He really meant that he’d be back. And so 
far, he’s been back to help the kids more than 25 times. His wife, Luz, 
whose parents live in Juarez, says each time she and Kevin head down 
to the orphanage, “time is stretched thin.” Kevin works on food,  
finances, fixing a vehicle and keeping the team of other West Metro fire 
personnel busy with maintenance projects that range from repairing 
toilets, doors and plumbing, to painting and putting up fencing.  
He may do things as simple as taking children on outings or bathing 
them, or as complex as receiving a child from the police department. 

Luz says that everyone from Colorado focuses on helping the couple who run the 
orphanage, John and Carmen Walker. “Carmen is a mother to her own children and to 
50 or so children under the age of 8. She is an incredible woman. What we do is so little 
compared to what she and John do,” she says.

Centola first met the kids at Arbol de Vida in 
1999 when he visited the orphanage with Phil 
Green, also from West Metro. “I was moved 
by the scene there, that’s for sure,” Centola 
says. “I gave the orphanage everything I had 
on me. Just emptied my wallet.”

Centola’s fellow firefighters at West Metro 
have also fallen in love with the children who 
live on the rim of a violent town. More than 
400 women in Juarez have fallen victim to 
sexual homicides in the last decade.

West Metro’s deputy chief of operations, Mike 
Murphy, credits Centola for West Metro’s 
commitment to Arbol de Vida. “When Kevin 
asks for help it seems like it’s the right thing to 
do,” he says. “We poured concrete for school 
buildings, a shaded patio and a chicken coop 
for five solid days down there. It was hard 
work, but it was rewarding.”

Centola’s chief goal at the orphanage is to see 
to it that the kids get a shot at an education. 
He says it’s hard for the Walkers to do much 
more than keep the children fed, clothed 
and sheltered. Education tends to fall into 
the “nice to have if you’ve got the time and 
money” category. So Centola has many  
plans for the children, most of them extremely 
ambitious. “It’s my life’s work, and I’m happy 
to do what I can,” he says.

Girls at the Arbol de Vida orphanage

Fast Facts: The Tree of Life Project

•	 Number of years Kevin Centola has been 
involved with the orphanage:  8+.

•	 Most recent accomplishment:  Getting 
8,000 pounds of powdered milk from  
Colorado to the orphanage.

•	 Next trip:  Denver youth group to repair and 
expand barn.

•	 Legendary “wing man” on trips to Juarez:  
West Metro’s Firefighter Paramedic Jerry Gish. 
One day Gish was fixing the orphanage’s 
van, the next he loaded 18 kids into the van 
and took them out for pizza and a movie.

•	 Number of kids at the orphanage:  100+.
•	 Web site for the orphanage:   

www.treeoflifejuarez.com
•	 Annual fundraiser for the orphanage:   

Taco Feast on Sunday, October 26, at  
The Rock House, 6560 S. Broadway Blvd., 
Littleton.

•	 Contact info for Kevin Centola:  
720-283-9585, Kevin@treeoflifecolorado.org

•	 Orphanage needs:  Not clothes, but shoes 
and toiletries (and, of course, money).

On Alert would like to write about your  
EMS-based charitable project, too. Please email 
erich@kirshnercommunications.com.

centura health offers aeds
As the article above about the cardiac save involving Parker Fire and Parker Adventist Hospital illustrates, 
sudden cardiac arrest can happen to anyone, regardless of fitness level or age.  

Sadly, each year more than 250,000 people die of sudden cardiac arrest before they reach the hospital. 
Experts tell us that three-quarters of these people would survive if a bystander immediately calls 911, 
begins CPR and uses an automated external defibrillator (AED). AEDs, which are portable and have  
voice prompts that make them easy for even laypeople to operate, deliver an electric shock to a person 
suffering from cardiac arrest.

In an effort to save lives, Centura Health has developed a grant program that gives nonprofits $2,500  
to apply toward an AED purchase, maintenance and service fees. The next grant application deadlines  

are August 30 and November 30. Applications are available at www.centuraheart.org; click on the  
“Jumpstart a Heart” logo.

The BuckleGarde is designed to 
help keep patients safe during 

gurney transport

Centola
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